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CULTURAL DIVERSITY

By Vincent Nyamache

In a magnificent display of skill, 
teamwork, and sportsmanship, the 
East Africa Local Authorities Sports 

and Cultural Association (EALASCA) festival 
and games delivered an exhilarating 
experience from January 25th to February 
3rd, 2024 ,  drawing together Local 
Authorities and County Government leaders 
and staff from East Africa countries. The 
event showcased a range of sports and 
cultural activities that highlighted the power 
of synergy in uniting communities.

Taking place at the Jomo Kenyatta 
International Stadium-Mamboleo and Moi 
Stadium in Kisumu County, Kenya, the 
EALASCA games set the stage for a thrilling 
display of talent. With participants from 
County Assemblies Sports Association 
(CASA), Kenya Inter-Counties Sports 
and Cultural Association (KICOSCA), and 
Kampala Capital Cities Association (KCCA) 
in Uganda, the competition was intense and 
captivating for audiences at each venue.

Football, the biggest draw of the event, 
saw teams from CASA, KICOSCA, and 
KCCA battling it out with a display of their 
exceptional skills and strategic gameplay. 
The matches at Jomo Kenyatta International 
Stadium-Mamboleo and Moi Stadium were 
a testament to the teams’ strength and 
endurance, leaving spectators in awe of 
their impressive performances.

Not to be outdone, Netball, Volleyball, 
Handball, and Tug of war took center 
stage at the Kenyatta Sports Ground. The 
fast-paced gameplay and precise passing 
from CASA, KICOSCA, and KCCA teams 
showcased exceptional coordination and 
teamwork. Each match was a testament to 
the athletes’ dedication and determination 
to excel in their respective sports.

Meanwhile, indoor games such as Ajua, 
Chess, Scrabble, and Athletics events like 
long jump, high jump, sprints, and relays 
took place at various venues such as Mama 
Grace Social Hall and Wayside Hotel. The 
participants from CASA, KICOSCA, and 
KCCA exhibited their prowess in these 
disciplines, leaving the audience amazed at 
their agility and skill.

The sporting festivities also celebrated 
cultural diversity through traditional dances, 

held at the Rotary Vocational Training 
College. Teams from all three participating 
entities showcased their vibrant cultural 
heritage, fostering a sense of unity and 
appreciation among the spectators.

Swimming events were no less 
impressive, with participants demonstrating 
exceptional speed and stamina in the pool. 
The swimming competitions, held at Jomo 
Kenyatta International Stadium-Mamboleo, 
further exemplified the participants’ 
commitment to athletic excellence.

The EALASCA matches in Kisumu County 
were not just about sports but also served 
as a platform to promote cooperation 
and camaraderie between participating 
entities. The event witnessed the presence 
of distinguished dignitaries, including the 
Kisumu Deputy Governor, Dr. Mathews 
Owili, who graced the occasion as the Chief 
Guest. Honourable representatives from 
CASA, KICOSCA, and KCCA added to the 
grandeur of the festivities, emphasizing the 
significance of building synergies through 
sports and culture.

Other dignitaries present were, the Chair 
of EALASCA, Hon. Reuben Kamoga-Uganda, 
the Chair of CASA, Hon. Peter Imatwok, the 
Secretary General of CASA, Hon.  Bernard 
Omboko, the Chair of KICOSCA, Mr.  John 
Angawa, the Secretary General of KICOSCA, 
Kumutai Sietenei and the Representative 

of the Lord Mayor of Kampala Capital City 
Authority. Rep. His Worship the Lord Mayor 
of Kampala Capital City Authority-Hon. 
Mugambe Paul, the Executive Minister of the 
KCCA Madam Olivia Naamasi Nnalongo-In 
charge of Education, Sports and Gender. 

In a thrilling final match, political 
leaders from Kenya and Uganda faced 
off, exemplifying the spirit of healthy 
competition and regional collaboration. 
The match, which ended with a score of 
2-0 in favour of the political leaders from 
Kenya, highlighted the enthusiasm and 
determination of the Members of the County 
Assembly (MCAs).

The EALASCA festival and games left 
a lasting impression on participants 
and spectators alike. It showcased the 
power of sports and culture to bridge 
boundaries, foster unity, and promote 
healthy competition among communities. 
The event served as a powerful reminder 
of the strength that lies in synergy and the 
potential for growth and harmony through 
collaboration.

The writer is the Deputy Hansard 
Editor of the Homabay County 

Assembly, CASA Coordinator, and the 
HAK Secretary.
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