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By Immaculate Imana

Ruth Kuya is the only elected female 
MCA serving in the third County 
Assembly.

She is the second woman to be elected to 
the position since the advent of devolution 
in Turkana County. She triumphed over 12 
male rivals to clinch the coveted position in 
a dominantly patriarchal society. Below are 
excerpts from the one on one.  

Q1. Thank you for accepting to be 
featured in this edition of the SOCATT 
Newsletter. Tell us about your political 
journey.

Hon. Kuya: My journey in politics 
began in the 90s as a chief campaigner to 
a number of candidates. I was nominated 
under the United Republican Party (URP) 
in the 1st County Assembly of Turkana. In 
2017, I vied for the MCA position when TNA 
merged with URP to form Jubilee Party but 
I was not successful. Despite this, I forged 
onwards and vied for the MCA Township 
Ward as the only female candidate against 
12 Male aspirants and successfully got 
elected in the 3rd Assembly as the only 
female elected MCA.

Q2. What worked for you during 
campaigns to deliver the victory?

For over a decade, I have been working 
with missionaries to support street children, 
orphans, the elderly and widows at their 
points of need. I leveraged on these 
relationships and networks to consolidate 
my support for the political position. I was 
also very polite to the electorates and fellow 
aspirants. Often, they would abuse and 
mistreat me in public gatherings but I never 
took offense or engaged public altercations. 
For example, the male aspirants would 
tell electorates that am not educated and 
that as a woman if elected I would be 
disrespectful to men. I countered this by 
humbling myself, relating and identifying 
with the lives and needs of those I met 
during the campaign trail. I would also tell 
my supporters that once elected my actions 
and implementation of my manifesto would 

speak louder than words like I have done 
in the past as a missionary. Additionally, 
Lodwar being a cosmopolitan urban area 
with several communities, I treated and 
continue to relate with all tribes without 
discrimination. I issue bursaries, prioritize 
development projects and other support 
program without tribal bias. 

      
Q3. What are some of the challenges 
you faced as a female aspirant in the 
recent elections?

Hon. Kuya: I had to work twice as hard 
in campaigning compared to my fellow male 
aspirants. As a woman, double standards 
are put on you in politics. Secondly, it is 
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expensive to vie for any political seat in 
Kenya, it becomes more challenging when 
you’re from a marginalized County such as 
Turkana and honestly, it was tough. The 
Turkana culture is predominantly patriarchal 
in nature where men naturally take the lead 
in all aspects and it was quite a challenge 
persuading voters to consider a woman for 
a leadership position. 

Q4. Having served in the first 
Assembly as a nominated 
member, what were some of your 
achievements?

Hon. Kuya: I was part of the Committee 
on Labor that spearheaded the report on 
Rehabilitation of street children that led to 
construction of Street Children Centre in 
Lodwar Town. Secondly, I was able to rally 
women and formed a group by the name 
“Turkana Outreach” and several merry go 
rounds where we have sourced for funds 
from enterprises such the Turkana 
Youth & Women Enterprise 
Development Fund. I’m proud 
that through this initiatives, 
some women have opened 
small scale businesses and 
others own homes. 

Q5. What do you 
intend to do 
differently in 
this Assembly 
that you did 
not do in the 
first Assembly?

Hon. Kuya: I 
intend to champion 
women rights and 
women agenda by 
forging a strong 
women caucus that 
will handle such 
matters. I plan to 
sensitize the community 
on the importance of 
women leadership. I’m glad 
that we have several women 
in the Third Assembly in 
leadership positions 
such as 
the 

Speakers’ Panel, Chairpersons & vice 
Chairpersons of Committees. I envisage a 
time when we shall have a female Governor 
& Speaker. 

Q6. How would you encourage aspiring 
female politicians keeping in mind that 
Turkana is a patriarchal society?

Hon. Kuya: I urge women interested 
in politics to be proactive and not give up. 
Politics is an expensive affair, and I urge 
women to look for organizations that are 
ready to sponsor them for elective political 
seats. The time for women leadership is 
now and the future is female.

Q7. Do you have any specific 
Legislative Agenda you wish to push? 
What significance will it have in 
improving the welfare of the people.

Hon. Kuya: Hunger has been a 
perennial problem in Turkana and one of 
the ways of tackling this is ensuring the 
County becomes a food secure which can 
be achieved by supporting the legislative 
Agenda on Water & Agriculture.

I am also saddened by the rise of 
Alcoholism among our youth. I intend to 
push for funding and operationalization of 
the existing rehabilitation centers in Lodwar 
as we are losing our future to this vice. 
In addition,  I will push for regulations to 
censure drug use by our children in Turkana 
County. I also will engage the Governor on 
suitable ways to mirror initiatives like the 
Kazi Mtaani at the County Level as a way of 
generating income for the youth.

I intend to engage the Boda Boda 
Associations and the loaning institutions 
so that we can come up with practical 
ways that can work for both parties as 
some youth have committed suicide after 
defaulting on loans 

Q8. What is your future?

Having succeeded in this position, I 
believe I can achieve more and leverage 
on my experience. I hope to bring honor 
to women leadership and inspire more 
women to take up political leadership and 
end male dominance in the local politics. I 
made several promises during campaigns 
and am looking for more funds and 
partnerships to fulfill the promises of 
transformation my electorates. Presently, 
I am supporting Form students from 
needy families to join school, enrolling 
young street children back to school 
and supporting the elderly. I welcome 
development partners and well wishers 

to join me in this noble course.  

(The interviewer is an Assistant 
Director Media Relations/

Public Communications, County 
Assembly of Turkana)
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